
UAE

Central African
Republic

Papua New Guinea

South Georgia

Bosnia
and Herz.

Democratic 
Republic
of Congo

Dominican Rep.

Guinea-Bissau

Turkmenistan

Burkina
Faso

Saudi Arabia

New Zealand

Sierra Leone

Fr. Polynesia

Moza
mbiq

ue

Madagascar

Netherlands

South Africa

South Korea

Ivory
Coast

Switzerland

North Korea

Timor-Leste

Afghanistan

Bangladesh

Kazakhstan

El Salvador

Falkland Islands

Somaliland

Kyrgyzstan

Philippines

Cabo VerdeGuatemala

Uzbekistan

Mauritania

Azerbaijan

Costa Rica

Nicaragua

Greenland

Eq. Guinea
Singapore

Cameroon

Zimbabwe

Venezuela

W. Sahara

Cambodia

Argentina

Botswana

Suriname

Tajikistan

Sri Lanka

Paraguay

Myanmar

I n d o n e s i a

Honduras

Lithuania

Palestinian
Territories

Australia

Colombia

Denmark

Mongolia

Germany

M a l a y s i a

Tanzania

Eswatini

Pakistan

Romania

South
Sudan

Thailand

Bulgaria

Portugal

Slovakia

Morocco

Armenia

Jamaica

Hungary

Lebanon

Moldova

Uruguay

Somalia

Belgium

Namibia

Ecuador
Rwanda

Vietnam

Panama

Senegal

Ethiopia

Sweden

Bahrain

Burundi

Lesotho

Belarus

Georgia

UkraineCzechia

Albania

Norway

Djibouti

Gambia

Finland

Cook Is.

Uganda

Canada

Guyana

Iceland

Zambia

Algeria

Estonia

Austria

Croatia

Ma
law

i

Nigeria

Ireland

Bhutan

TaiwanMexico

Tunisia

Eritrea

France

Cyprus

Greece

Liberia

Angola

Jordan

Kuwait

Poland

Bolivia

Guinea

Turkey

Brunei

Russia

Serbia

Yemen

Ghana

Sudan

Latvia

Gabon

Kenya

Belize

Congo

Japan

Brazil

Malta

Oman

Israel

Nepal

Qatar

Spain

Egypt

China

Benin

Niger

Libya

Syria

Chad

Cuba

Chile

India

Laos

Italy

Peru

Haiti

Tog
o

Mali

Iraq Iran

UK

US

N O R T H

A T L A N T I C

O C E A N

S O U T H

A T L A N T I C

O C E A N

I N D I A N

O C E A N

P A C I F I C

O C E A N

P A C I F I C

O C E A N São Tomé and Principe

Trinidad and Tobago

Turks and Caicos Is.

St. Kitts & Nevis Antigua and Barbuda
Guadeloupe

St. Vin. and Gren.

British Virgin Is.

New Caledonia

N. Mariana Is.

U.S. Virgin Is.

Marshall Is.

Puerto
Rico

Solomon Is.

Montserrat

Saint Lucia
Martinique

Micronesia

Seychelles

Cayman Is.

Mauritius

Barbados

Bahamas

Dominica

Bermuda

Maldives

Comoros

Grenada

Anguilla

Curaçao

Vanuatu

Kiribati
Nauru

Tonga

Guam

Palau

Fiji

São Tomé and Principe

Countries Ports

Local impact
on commercial
shipping

Impact on
on-shore
security

Risk and impact ratings

Cartography: Steven Bernard, Senior Visual Journalist at the Financial Times

Low

Moderate

Substantial

Severe

Critical

Nil

Critical

Moderate

Substantial

Severe

Low

Burkina

Faso

Ivory
Coast

Eq. Guinea

Cameroon

NigeriaGhana

Gabon

BeninTogo

Gulf of Guinea detail

G u l f  o f  G u i n e a

São Tomé and Principe

Punta Europa Terminal

Tin Can Island

Puerto Maritimo De Guayaquil

Soyo Angola LNG Terminal

Dos Bocas Terminal

Dar Es Salaam

Buenaventura

Pointe Noire

Cartagena

Tarabulus

Monrovia

Zanzibar

Luanda

Durban
Bata 

Kome Kribi 1 Marine Terminal

Bonny Offshore Terminal

Agbami Oil Terminal

Port Owendo

Port Gentil

Libreville

Calabar
Abidjan

Bonny

Lagos

Lome

Tema

Conakry

Cotonou

Takoradi

Port-au-Prince

Cape Town

Douala

Banana

West Africa JWC zone

West Africa VRA zone 
 

 
  

 
 

  

 

 
 . 

Sharm El Sheikh

Fujayrah Harbor

Rudum Terminal

Ras  Tannurah

Port Sudan

Al Shuqaiq

Tarabulus

Boosaaso

Ashqelon

Berbera
Djibouti

Jiddah

Bayrut

Yanbu

Jizan

Haifa

Elat

Mina Tarabulus (Tripoli)

Banghazi

Aden

Gulf of Oman attacks: how merchant 
ships can keep safe in dangerous waters
Analysis >>>

Ukraine risk assessment
Analysis >>>

Port Moresby

Jakarta

Two Major NATO Naval Exercises Underway
Analysis >>>

Carrier USS Dwight D. Eisenhower Back 
in Red Sea, Passes 200-Day Deployment Mark
Analysis >>>

Maritime piracy in Bangladesh, a ticking bomb already
Analysis>>>

Nigeria, U.S. to hold joint naval drills to combat piracy in 
Gulf of Guinea
Analysis >>>

Germany Sends 2 Naval Warships To Indo-
Pacific Amid Escalating China-Taiwan Tensions
Analysis >>>

They seize 100 packages of drugs in 
a container in the Panamanian Atlantic
Source >>>

Russia strikes military pact with São Tomé, 
escalating Gulf of Guinea tensions
Analysis >>>

Vietnam’s Defense Strategy: A Maritime-Oriented Continental Perspective
Analysis >>>

Maritime Security Symposium focuses on 
collaboration against common foes
Analysis >>>

Capacity loss of 15-20% on Far East to North Europe 
and Mediterranean market due to Red Sea crisis: Maersk
Analysis >>>

Somali pirate mothership seen hunting vessels far 
out to sea
Analysis >>>

CENTCOM claims Yemenis launched anti-ship BM, drones
over Gulf of Aden
Analysis >>>

The Turkish-Somali Connection: Why does the Horn of 
Africa Matter for Turkey?
Analysis >>>

Houthis show renewed aggression in the 
Red Sea
Analysis >>>

China's third aircraft carrier completes first sea trial
Analysis >>>

PNP seizes more than a ton of drugs that were 
destined for the Netherlands and Bolivia
Source >>>

China’s state security authorities unveil illegal 
monitoring devices in sea areas
Analysis >>>

IT’S STILL THE INDIAN OCEAN: PARSING SINO-INDIAN 
NAVAL COMPETITION WHERE IT COUNTS
Analysis >>>

They seize 1.5 tons of drugs southwest of San 
Cristóbal Island, in the Galapagos
Source >>>

@GlobalDryad

Chat

Press/media contact
press@dryadglobal.com

Enquiries
enquiries@dryadglobal.com

CONNECTED MARITIME SECURITY RISK INTELLIGENCE

Join maritime security professionals just like you and learn more 
about how you can benefit from our connected system of mari-
time risk intelligence for vessels and fleet managers 

Learn More

Indian Ocean - Houthi activity 
EU Naval Force Operation ATALANTA has advised commercial shipping to sail 
at least 150 nm east of the current traffic route to avoid attacks from 
Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAVs). The recommendation follows an incident 
where a UAV targeted MSC Orion southeast of Socotra Island, confirming that 
attacks can occur up to 800 nautical miles from Houthi-controlled areas in 
Yemen. EUNAVFOR recommends establishing an alternative sea route, 
following BMP5 recommendations, reporting incidents, random speed and 
course changes, and implementing a stricter AIS policy.
 
As previously reported by Dryad Global, the Houthis have the capability and 
resources to broaden their attacks on commercial shipping. In recent months, 
incidents have indicated an expansion of their operational area into the Indian 
Ocean. Iran's deployment of the SHAID MAHDAVI to the southern hemisphere 
on 04 March 2024, is expected to provide C2 and support to the Houthis, just 
as the BESHAD did in the Gulf of Aden and Bab-El-Mandeb. The vessel can 
launch ballistic missiles and transport attack drones and helicopters to 
support Houthi missions. Overburdened Allied naval forces may struggle to 
protect commercial shipping this far out in the Indian Ocean. To mitigate the 
threat, Allied naval forces would greatly benefit from increasing their pres-
ence in the region. 
 
Suez Canal - Egypt 
The Suez Canal has seen a significant decrease in shipping traffic, with traffic 
more than halving between mid-December and the first of April. This decline 
has resulted in a significant revenue loss for Egypt, totaling $1.2 billion by late 
March 2024. The situation is attributed to rising insurance, fuel, and wage 
costs, which are fueling fears of a new wave of inflation as ships are forced to 
take longer routes around Africa's southern tip, adding 14 days to transit time. 
 
Two Egyptian bulk carriers were delayed in Russian ports due to a lack of 
required documents. One of these ships was able to leave the port of Novor-
ossiysk on 03 May 2024, after a significant delay, while the other ship carry-
ing wheat for Egypt was still awaiting documents as of the latest update. This 
situation has been complicated further by issues with Russian wheat pricing, 
which has impacted shipping operations. Egypt heavily relies on wheat 
imports to meet domestic demand, with a substantial portion going toward 
its extensive bread subsidy program. Delayed shipments could cause a wheat 
shortage, resulting in higher prices for bread and other wheat-based prod-
ucts. Food security is inextricably linked to political stability in Egypt. Any 
significant disruption in wheat supply, followed by an increase in bread prices, 
could result in public discontent and protests. 
 
 South China Sea 
The Philippines has accused China of building an artificial island in the South 
China Sea, specifically in Sabina Shoal, within the Philippines' exclusive 
economic zone (EEZ). In response to an ongoing maritime dispute between 
the two countries, the Philippine Coast Guard has deployed ships to monitor 
and deter such activities. China denies the accusations, claiming that its 
activities in the South China Sea are within its sovereign rights and dismissing 
Philippine claims as "groundless." The dispute reflects broader tensions in the 
South China Sea, where multiple countries have competing territorial claims, 
and China has been building extensive land reclamation and military facilities 
on several islands. The Philippines has pledged to maintain a presence to 
prevent Chinese reclamation activities.
 
The attempted militarization of the South China Sea has resulted in confron-
tations, standoffs, and increased conflict risk over the last year. Territorial 
disputes have the potential to disrupt fishing operations and impede resource 
exploration, thereby affecting the economies of neighboring countries. 
Militarization also influences how international law is interpreted and applied, 
particularly the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea. The 
Permanent Court of Arbitration's decision in favor of the Philippines in a case 
against China highlighted the significance of UNCLOS in resolving maritime 
disputes. China's continued militarization raises questions about the effec-
tiveness of international law in resolving such conflicts.
 
China's actions have caused geopolitical realignments, with countries seeking 
external support. The United States has increased its military presence in the 
region, conducting Freedom of Navigation Operations (FONOPs) to counter 
China's territorial claims.
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Ecuadorian police find a ton of cocaine 
hydrochloride destined for Bulgaria
Source >>>

NATO participates in French mine 
exercise Olives Noires 24
Analysis>>>

5 suspected spy ships spotted in the Belgian 
sector of the North Sea during the past 6 months
Analysis >>>

Greece Extends Naval Advisory to Deter 
Russian Oil Ship-to-Ship Transfers
Analysis >>>

Adversarial Seas: AI and the Evolving Cyber Threat 
in Maritime
Analysis >>>US and Danish forces use containerised 

missile launcher in convoy rehearsal
Analysis >>>

https://www.swissinfo.ch/spa/polic%C3%ADa-de-ecuador-halla-una-tonelada-de-clorhidrato-de-coca%C3%ADna-con-destino-a-bulgaria/77131185
https://www.prensa.com/judiciales/incautan-100-paquetes-con-droga-en-un-contenedor-en-el-atlantico-panameno/.
https://tctelevision.com/noticias/comunidad/decomisan-15-toneladas-de-droga-al-suroeste-de-isla-san-cristobal-en-galapagos/
https://www.radionacional.gob.pe/noticias/locales/pnp-incauta-mas-de-una-tonelada-de-droga-que-tenia-como-destino-paises-bajos-y-bolivia
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