Maritime Security Threat Advisory

®
Updated 30 June 2025 DRYAD GLOBAL

Sign up

West Africa Indian Ocean

South East Asia

mm  Kidnapping events Kidnapped crew @ Incident count by type BN 2022 w2023 W 2024 Incident count by type w2022 mEE 2023 EEE2024 Incident count by type W 2022 mEm 2023 WM 2024

30 — 0 10 20 30 40 50 0 10 20 30 40 50 0 10 20 30 40 50

Robbery | -50% Approach =

25 - 42%

Robbery -84%

Approach

Boarding ;

Fired Upon -100%

~100% Robbery .-_ Boarding -84%

-100% Attack .- P Approach 0%

0%

15

p— Kidnappin
Boarding i PPING
I

Attempted 0%
10 N
Attack o Fired Upon s 21%

- _______________________________________| Attack

0%
Attempted - Attempted |-

200% 0%

0%

Fired Upon

. B VA .. H
Hijack 100% Hijack m— - Hijack =
2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 I

* % change: incidents to date compared to same point in previous year

Suspected Limpet Mine Attacks Target Tankers in
Mediterranean
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ysis >>> @ | Maritime Security Efforts

On 29 June 2025, the Malta-flagged crude oil tanker Analysis >>> .

VILAMOURA, operated by a Greek company, suffered a e stz L Hongey | ”““' — : Mongaia
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of a possible limpet mine attack, though Greek and Libyan . e First LNG Imports
investigators, analyzing hull damage, have yet to confirm this, : , Analysis >>> St Ko -
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reported. On 15 February 2025, the Malta-flagged SEAJEWEL Analysis >>> i v -
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alongside the Hellenic Coast Guard, are probing potential o © G (B s B & _ China conducts 1,000 carrier ops near
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was harmed. In early February 2025, the Liberia-flagged s B
GRACE FERRUM faced a severe explosion off Libya near - T
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Investigations into the suspected limpet mine attacks on _
tankers all link to recent port calls at Russian ports (Ust-Luga Sors L Wk AT
and Novorossiysk), indicating a targeted threat to vessels Guyana gets serious with \lenezuelan migrants
involved in Russian oil trade, likely driven by geopoalitical Analysis >>>
tensions surrounding Western sanctions.

Authorities’ investigations suggest Soviet-era BPM-1 or
BPM-2 limpet mines, based on hull breaches and debris
analysis, though no definitive confirmation or perpetrator ®
attribution has been established. The risk for vessels with

Russian port calls is rated as MODERATE, allowing oil

exports despite EU sanctions but increasing vulnerability to

sabotage by organized state-sponsored actors or proxy |

groups during the Russia-Ukraine conflict. " -
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The use of magnetically attached, timer-activated limpet
mines indicates sophisticated planning and military-grade
expertise, distinguishing these incidents from -

opportunistic criminal acts. Despite the Mediterranean'’s &

relative stability, vulnerabilities persist during transit or at less timbabve { & U

secure anchorages, where oversight is limited. To enhance - i . .
maritime security, operators are recommended to conduct Bt et B

routine underwater hull inspections using divers or remotely Peraguay

operated vehicles (ROVs), particularly after high-risk port

visits, and consider acoustic or sonar-based detection

systems for real-time threat identification. Secure access Suth Afic
controls, crew training on limpet mine recognition, and

continuous CCTV monitoring of critical areas like engine rooms

and hull perimeters are advised.

Strategic route planning to minimize calls at Fie
geopolitically sensitive ports, coordination with local

authorities for enhanced security, and use of encrypted AIS Risk and impact ratings Local impact lmpaﬁt on
signals or selective deactivation in high-risk areas can reduce _ oh. commercial security
tracking risks. Monitoring advisories for sanctions compliance HEIHUTS [ G

and rehearsing contingency plans for explosive incidents with O & Critical @
regional coastguards are recommended. Robust security at -
ISPS-compliant ports and international cooperation provide Severe (7} @ evere @
significant safeguards, but proactive adoption of these @ &  Substantial  (DNil
@ Sk Moderate

measures is critical to address this evolving threat effectively.
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